Sermon for Stowe Sunday 28th June 2026

Luke 17: 20-37
Psalm 50: 1-15

We all know only too well that it’s been HOT this week. Most of us have been looking to the weather forecasts for some idea of how hot it will get, and how long this heatwave will last. And I usually find these forecasts all too accurate. The BBC has been using different metrological sources over the years; they were with the UK Met office for many years, than they moved to Meteo, the French equivalent. Now I believe they are back with the Met office again. 
But such forecasts are vital, especially when the weather is so extreme you get what they call a red warning. You really need to listen to them and take heed, for the sake of your health.

You could say Jesus was a forecaster. You know through the OT there were many prophets, many of whom foretold what was to come, although actually I think of them as  more ‘Forthtellers’. That is, they spoke to the people about what God wanted them to know. That was their main job. Listen to what God says: then tell the people. Telling out God’s truth.

But Jesus was different, and so much more, since he was the Son of God. Obviously. His reason for telling them, just as it was for the prophets, was to keep the people on the straight and narrow, to warn them when they were doing wrong, and point them in the right direction.

Turning to our Bible reading from the NT, we have two passages here in Luke 17, linked but separate. First, Jesus deals with a question from the Pharisees, not for the first or the last time. It’s clear that they just did not understand him or who he was at all. Their question was about a future coming of a Messiah, who from their point of view would come to redeem Israel and put them back at the top of the heap. They were expecting a King, a warrior king who would overthrow the current Roman regime and restore Israel.

And they were partly right, up to a point. There would be such a moment. It had been forecast and prophesied many times over many years and centuries.

But they missed the point. They were looking for Jesus’ second coming, when they hadn’t recognised his first coming. They had a self-centred picture of how it would be one day. They had read all the prophecies, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, Amos and all the others. Read them but not understood them. They had a wrong interpretation. 

Their question to Jesus was, if I can put it into modern language, ‘If you’re so clever, tell us when the Messiah will come.’ As you know, they were always trying to catch him out. And Jesus told them the kingdom will not come when they expect it, however hard they look for it. It will come when no one expects, and it will be absolutely unmistakeable when it does come. Our son Gregory, when he was a child, had heard about the Second coming. He was a very sound sleeper – 12 hours a night if he were allowed – and he asked Susan a question once: ‘What if Jesus comes and I don’t wake up?’

Don’t worry, Gregory, there’s not a chance you’ll miss this! 

Jesus here also points out to the Pharisees that the Kingdom in one sense has already come, because He is here already. That was the point the Pharisees missed. Jesus IS the Messiah, but they didn’t believe it. All because their expectations were very different.

And in the second passage, also about the second coming, Jesus was speaking to his disciples, not to the Pharisees. His key message to them, and to us, is ‘Be prepared.’  That’s not just a Scouting motto, it’s a warning to each of us.

When some of the early Christians in Thessalonica learned about the second coming, they got it, again up to a point. They were captivated by the thought. There was going to be a great climax to world history. Jesus would come back in great glory.  Alleluia!

Unfortunately, they thought it was going to be quite soon, in fact very soon, so a lot of them gave up their jobs and sat around in eager anticipation of the coming event. Paul had to write quite sternly to them to change their ways. Because, Paul told them, as Jesus had told his disciples, that no one but God himself knows the actual day or the hour it will happen. Even Jesus himself didn’t know. And in the meantime, both Paul and Jesus urged Christians to be ready – be prepared - but continue with all life’s jobs and duties. Because we don’t know, we can’t know, when it will be. Jesus elsewhere told his followers about the master of the house who went on a journey, not telling the servants when he would return. Blessed are those who are ready when he comes back – a message for them and for us.

And the point Jesus makes here in Luke’s gospel is that it will be sudden and unexpected.  He gives examples. Two will be in bed, and one will be taken and the other left. Two workers in the field, one will be taken and the other left. This is a serious point. By that time it will be too late. You have either decided to follow Jesus or you haven’t. No second chance. Throughout the gospels we read Jesus’ parables about two ways. Two roads to follow. Two gates to go through. Two houses being built.  

We have a loving God, but he gives us the choice. We as human beings have free will. That’s how we are made. 

Some people think that God, being the loving God he is, will in the end relent and allow everyone into his Kingdom. That’s not what scripture teaches. If everyone gets into heaven, why do we need to evangelise? 

No, the truth is that heaven is offered to everyone, but it’s our choice as to whether we accept the offer or not. It’s up to you. It’s up to me.

The other OT reading we had, from Psalm 50, underlines the same message. ‘He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people. “Gather to me my consecrated ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice”. And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself is judge.’

On that last day God will judge all people. If that sounds scary, don’t be afraid, if you have given your life to Jesus. You are already saved. You haver already been judged. When you decided to follow Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, from that moment you are in the safe hands of God. For ever.

So our job now is to pass on that message that Jesus saves, to talk to people about Jesus and persuade them to follow him as well. It’s their choice. We are living in the  ‘Now but not yet’ era. Let’s resolve this week to be more intentional about spreading the word, particularly among those we know and work with and live with. I pray you may take the opportunities God gives, and may God grant you success.

Pray.



