5th Sunday of Lent, 22nd March 2026
 
Resurrection hope is the central theme of the Scripture readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent. We can see the progression in themes from the temptations & wilderness in the first Sunday Lent, followed by transfiguration and transformation on Lent 2.  The thirst for living water on the Third Sunday of Lent, through the desire to be healed of our spiritual blindness on 4th Sunday to our ultimate desire to share in eternal life with the risen Lord (Fifth Sunday).  Death and resurrection are the themes that permeate today's Scripture lessons.  The Psalmist in Psalm 130 awaits Yahweh’s redemption both for himself and for Israel and the OT reading from Ezekiel 37 bears witness to the reanimation of the dead. Ezekiel assures his people that not even death will stop God from carrying out this promise.  God says to Ezekiel in :5 'Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.’ The apostle Paul, in the NT reading from Romans, assures in :11 that the same Spirit Who raised Jesus from the dead and Who dwells within us will give life to our mortal bodies.  
Paul considers the Resurrection of Jesus a reality, and the ground of our Faith and the basis for our hope of sharing in Jesus’ Resurrection.  For John, in today’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus is the final and greatest sign of Jesus, the Deliverer, a symbolic narrative of Jesus’ victory over death at the cost of his own life and a sign anticipating his Resurrection. Describing this great miracle, assures us that we, too, will be raised into eternal life after our battle with sin and death in this world.  Thus, resurrection hope is the central theme of the Scripture readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  The readings assure us that our faith in Jesus, who is “the Resurrection and the Life,” promises our participation in resurrection and new life.

Hans

