Stowe Family Service – Sunday 1st February 2026
John 2;1-11   - Jesus turns water into wine
In today's reading we heard the well- known story about the wedding at Cana in Galilee, where Jesus turned water into wine.
The changing of water to wine is Jesus’ first public act described in St. John’s Gospel, and it's Jesus' first miracle.
The miracle of Jesus turning water into wine invites us to reflect on the abundance of God’s grace and the transformations possible when Jesus is present in our lives, when we have a relationship with Him.
So, let’s look a bit closer at those passages in John.
Jesus, his disciples, and his mother attended a wedding in the small town of Cana. Weddings in Jesus’ time were elaborate multi-day events. The hosts were expected to provide first-class hospitality, and running out of wine was a disaster. And that’s exactly what happens – as we read in verse 3, Mary, Jesus’s mother, says, “They have no more wine”.
It wasn’t just a logistical failure; it was a mark of shame on the family.
Mary noticed the problem. She didn’t have the resources to fix the problem herself, but she knew who to turn to.
When Mary told Jesus about the wine running out, he responded, “what is that to me and you? My hour has not yet come.”  Jesus said it is not the time or the place, but then, perhaps after some reflection, He responds to his mother’s request, and decides to act.
 Jesus requests the servants to fill six stone jars with water and bring a sample to the chief steward. The jars are made of stone - stone was used to store water, which was used for the ritual washing of hands and vessels. The total volume of fluid across the six jars was between 120 and 180 gallons (for context, there’s eight pints in a gallon). 
By the time the chief steward tastes it (verse 9), the water had become wine.
And it’s not just any wine – as we read in verse 10, it’s the best wine. 
So, Jesus transformed the water into wine; turning something ordinary into something extraordinary.
Just looking back on the verses, a number of things stood out for me -
 


1. The role of Mary
When Mary saw that the wine had run out, she told Jesus. Initially Jesus tried to brush off her request. But Mary, insistent and full of faith, ignored his objections. She turned to the servants and said, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Even Jesus, at 30 years old, needed a little nudge from his mother This is a reminder that we all need people in our lives who see our potential and push us toward it. We should be thankful for and grateful to those folk (teachers, friends, family, work colleagues) who nudge us into action, who call out the best in us, encouraging us to make the most of our skills and talents, helping us to realise our potential.
 
2. God's abundant grace - abundance and provision
 The story emphasizes the extravagance of God’s blessings. Each of the six jars held 20-30 gallons, amounting to 120-180 gallons of wine. That’s not just enough—it’s an overwhelming abundance.
This reminds us that God doesn’t deal in small amounts of grace but in bucket loads, filled to the brim. We often fear that God’s blessings are limited, but this story reassures us that His grace is inexhaustible.
When the wine ran out at the wedding, not only did Jesus act to provide more than a sufficient quantity of wine, He provided the best wine.
This is a wonderful demonstration of God’s nature – to provide abundantly and to exceed our expectations.
So, in our own lives, Jesus is capable of meeting our needs in ways that our beyond our imagination. We can trust in Him, to provide what we need and so much more.

 3. How do we respond when we run out of wine
 It’s easy to see this moment as a metaphor for our own lives. How many of us worry about running out of things? That could be running out of money, running out of time, running out of hope or good health.
This fear can paralyse us, preventing us from having joyful and fulfilling lives. The story of the Wedding at Cana assures us that God’s blessings never run out. Even when we are at our lowest points, wanting to give up, God is still working to bring something new and abundant into our lives. We can have faith that Jesus will provide for us.


4. Joy and Celebration
The miracle taking place at a wedding, emphasises the importance of joy and celebration in our own lives. Jesus being present at the wedding, and his miracle of turning the water into wine, avoiding the social shame and upset caused by the wine running out, shows that He wants us to experience joy. It reminds us that our faith should be a joyful, vibrant faith, reflecting the abundant life that Jesus offers, and wants for, each of us.
5. Transformation 
 In transforming the water into wine, Jesus turned something ordinary into something extraordinary.
Those water jars, which Jesus used to fill with wine, were used for ceremonial washing—at that time they would have been considered big, empty, and ordinary. But Jesus told the servants to fill them with water… and then He turned the water into wine.
It shows what Jesus came to do – to take what is empty and to fill it and to transform it from something which is ordinary to something which is extraordinary.
The final verse of this Bible reading tells us the miracle at Cana is the first of Jesus’ signs. This miracle was a sign of the abundance of God’s blessings, revealing Jesus’ glory as God’s Son. As we read, His disciples put their faith in Him.
I suspect Jesus performing this miracle was a ‘light-bulb moment’ for the disciples. They saw Jesus in a new light and realised that He was truly someone very special.
 
As John writes in verse 11: “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” This is the beginning of Jesus revealing his glory and people coming to believe in Him because of what they experience. And the disciples stuck with Jesus, with their lives being transformed, and them going on to be Jesus’s messengers, helping them to change the world.
It all starts with an invitation
Just as Jesus transformed ordinary water into wine, He invites us to experience a profound change in our lives - moving from a state of emptiness or routine into a life filled with joy, richness, and fulfilment – turning something that is perhaps ordinary into something extraordinary. 
This story encourages us to invite Jesus into our lives, allowing Him to work in our circumstances and bring about transformation and joy.

Jesus was invited to the wedding. He turned up because He was welcomed. When we invite Jesus into our lives, our relationships, our struggles—He comes. And when He comes, He brings transformation.

And then we wonder in awe at how blessed we are. We do not need to worry about the good stuff running out. With God, there’s always more where that came from

Jesus turning water into wine is a powerful reminder of His ability to transform our lives, provide abundantly, and fill our hearts with joy. It invites us to trust in His power and presence in our daily lives, encouraging us to seek a deeper relationship with Him that leads to extraordinary changes and joyous fulfilment. 

So, embrace the invitation to experience the richness of life that Jesus offers.

He's just waiting for us to invite Him in!
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