Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2025; Stowe
So, as I’m sure we all know, today is Remembrance Sunday, the day when here in the UK and across the Commonwealth we remember and commemorate those who served, and in all too many cases died for our country in the two World Wars and later conflicts. 
Remembrance Sunday is held on the second Sunday in November every year.
It is not to be confused with Armistice Day, also known as Remembrance Day, which falls on 11th November each year, and marks the day the First World War ended on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month in 1918.
King George V organised Britain's first two-minute silence a year after the First World War ended, with the first official Armistice Day events being held in the grounds of Buckingham Palace on 1th November 1919 – this included a two-minute silence at 11am as a mark of respect for those who died in the war.
The following year, on 11 November 1920, the funeral of the Unknown Soldier took place at the Cenotaph in London’s Whitehall, and a two-minute silence was observed throughout the nation.
Shortly after, in 1921, Earl Haig founded the Royal British Legion, and they began to sell Remembrance Poppies to raise funds for ex-servicemen – nine million were sold in that first year -  and Armistice Day became firmly established across the country, taking place on 11th November each year.
During the Second World War, the commemorations were moved to the Sunday preceding 11 November to avoid disrupting the production of vital war materials. In May 1945, just before the end of the war, discussions took place between the Government, the Church and the British Legion, about the future of remembrance. 
The Archbishop of Westminster suggested that the second Sunday in November should be named Remembrance Sunday in commemoration of both World Wars, and, after further discussions, in June 1946 , the Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, announced that Parliament and the King had agreed that Remembrance Sunday would take place each year on the second Sunday in November. 
Ever since, ceremonies, events and services have been held across the UK and the Commonwealth on Remembrance Sunday.
Those commemorations are today as large, and attended and watched by as many people as they ever have been. As a boy, I remember taking part in the Remembrance Sunday service and parades in Cheltenham, which were attended by thousands of people. That event is, today, still attended by thousands of people. In Buckingham this morning, and in towns all over the country, hundreds and thousands of people will take part in Remembrance services and parades.
Today, we remember the dead. We remember young lives cut short. We give profound thanks for their selfless sacrifice, their dedication and courage.
We remember too all who served, men and women, in the military, in factories, the Land Army, mines, on the railways, medical workers, police and fire fighters. 
We are so grateful for what those people did, the sacrifices they made, laying down their own lives, so that we can enjoy the freedoms that we have today. We are truly thankful, and should never forget them.
Reflecting on that courage and selflessness of those previous generations, and of the members of our Armed Forces who serve us today, what can we learn, as individuals, as local communities, as a Church and as a country?
1. Those individual men and women stepped forward in their countries time of need, in some of our darkest hours, and they offered to serve. They understood what was right and what needed to be done, and put themselves forward to do just that.
We’re called too, each and every one of us as Christians to service our Lord, and to help and serve others. Throughout the Bible there are many passages telling us to do just that -  
· “Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:35   

   -    “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”   
               Mark 10;45

2. Those who served and fought in the World Wars and in other conflicts, had considerable courage and determination, which they displayed in the most demanding and frightening of circumstances.
We too are challenged to show courage and determination, whether that’s in standing up for what is right, being prepared to speak about our faith, going outside our comfort zone to rally against wrongdoing and evil, taking time to help and serve others and our local communities.
The Bible offers numerous verses that encourages us to have courage - here are some notable passages:


· Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 


· Isaiah 41:10: "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God."

These verses remind us that courage is not the absence of fear but the decision to act in faith despite fear. They serve as a source of strength and encouragement for those facing challenges in life.

3. Use our Skills and Abilities.
People performed hundreds of different roles in the wars - – infantryman, artillery, pilots, engineers, sailors, cooks, doctors and nurses, trainers, tank drivers, navigators etc. Those positions and roles were filled with appropriately skilled individuals, who used their abilities to serve. All of us here this morning have different skills and abilities – the same is true across our communities and across our country -  and we are encouraged to use those skills and abilities - 
Romans 12:6-8
“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
1 Peter 4:10 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.”
4 Team Work 
In all those branches of the Armed Services, and other organisations, that served in the wars and later conflicts, people were not individuals – they came together as a team. In many ways, the whole country came together a s team, serving together with common objectives.
It’s the same for us today – for our Church, for our local communities, our workplaces and indeed for our country.
As Paul writes, in his first letter to the Corinthians – “There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its parts make up one body” and “You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.” These passages emphasise the unity of the Church, the body of Christ on Earth, and the importance of each person’s role within that body.
So a lot we can learn from remembering those who have served our country in its most difficult times.
But there’s something else too, which is so important.
I was reading the other day about King George VI’s Christmas radio broadcast in December 1941, when the country was in the midst of the terrifying Blitz, with cities across the UK being terribly bombed. The King said - 
“If the skies before us are still dark and threatening, there are stars to guide us on our way. Never did heroism shine more brightly than it does now, nor fortitude, nor sacrifice, nor sympathy, nor neighbourly kindness, and with them – brightest of all stars – is our faith in God. These stars we will we follow with His help until the light shall shine and the darkness shall collapse.”

As King George VI put it, those dark, and frightening, times were brightened by the ways in which people responded to each other - with courage, with self-denial and with kindness. Then, as indeed there are today, there were people who showed bravery and kindness in the most extreme situations.

The King was referring to incredible acts of heroism – acts of  great courage amid huge risks. But the King was also speaking about other qualities – sympathy and neighbourly kindness. The King recognised the importance of those small acts of help – people looking after each other, sharing their food and rations, taking people into their homes – acts seen each and every day throughout the land.

These moments and acts of help are the ‘stars’ that helped guide people on their way.

For King George VI, however, there was one star which shone brighter than all the rest. That was faith in God, and the King expresses his absolute belief that, one day, the light shall shine and the darkness will collapse. 

This is so similar to the passage we heard this morning in the reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Both George VI and St Paul believed that there is a God and were convinced that God offers hope for our future. George VI speaks of light defeating darkness. St Paul speaks of love overcoming hardship. Both are saying that there is a God. A God who is ultimately more powerful than any other force.

Paul wrote these wonderful and inspiring words - “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

These words have brought comfort and hope to Christians for nearly 2,000 years. They are a statement of absolute conviction that God’s love will overcome everything else, including death.

We face many difficult challenges individually and collectively across our country and the wider world today – war, Ukraine, Gaza, the economic situation, cost of living crisis, climate change.

The scale of these challenges can be overwhelming, and lead us to think that we cannot make a difference. But I think that must have been the same in wartime - so I’d like to end my talk this morning with a few final thoughts.

The first is this. In the difficult times of the World Wars, the small acts all made a contribution. In the same way, every step we each take has an effect - every offer of help to a neighbour in need, every donation to a foodbank, every time we give our time to someone in need, every attempt to recycle something and to look after our environment - they all make a difference. 

We can all do our bit, learning from those who have served, standing up for what is right, showing courage and determination, using our skills and abilities, working together as a team. In doing so, we can all make a positive difference. 

Secondly, in God, and through Jesus Christ, we have hope. It is a hope that sustained King George VI and St Paul. As Paul wrote – nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


So, as we remember today, amid the worries of our present time, we might each be encouraged to hold onto this hope. Earlier I spoke about one of George VI’s Christmas broadcasts and I’d like end to another one, from 1939, in a time of uncertainty, deep worry and fear across the nation. I think these words speak well to us today -  

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”

Like those men and women who served our countries in the two World Wars and in other conflicts, who we remember today, we too can step forward with courage and dedication, using our skills and abilities, working together, to make a difference, knowing that our God is by our side, going forward with our hand in the Hand of God.
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