Stowe Church : Sunday July 29th 2007. 





Luke 8 verses 26 - 39 





Jesus brings wholeness and healing 











Today we are exploring a key part of Jesus' teaching and  ministry - healing and wholeness





The story read to us is a dramatic one. Luke describes a man possessed by evil spirits.





His life totally disordered, chaotic, out of control and uncontrollable even when bound, naked,  living amongst the burial caves and tombs. 





Yet at the end of the story we see him clothed, sitting at  the feet of Jesus and in his right mind.  Luke 8 verse 35 - " They found the man from whom the demons had gone out sitting at Jesus' feet dressed and in his right mind "   A dramatic change





And this story comes just after Jesus had calmed another kind of storm , this time not a storm within a person but a storm of nature on the Sea of Galilee . And after this story Jesus cures a woman from a long illness and then raises a child from death. 





But I think this story , and  the other stories , in this part of Jesus' ministry open up wider issues of healing  that I want to share with you this morning. So I  want to leave this story for a few minutes. Just for a moment see this story like a cameo within a large tapestry and I want us to step back from this story and glimpse the big picture before returning to the story. 





I have been drawn over recent years to see the Bible in two parts , but not OT and NT.  Rather Genesis 1 -11 and then 12 onwards. Why ??





Genesis 1-11 tells us about God's wonderful creation, Adam and Eve in relationship with God. All in harmony. God and His created. But by Genesis 11 we see a very different picture. Rebellion, disobedience, sin, evil and wickedness have broken into God's world and broken it, torn it apart. Death, illness and suffering are now experienced. Man has turned away from His creator, that relationship has been torn apart. Human relationships have been torn apart; we read of families torn apart, communities torn apart. People torn apart within  themselves. No longer - harmony with God, harmony between people or harmony within people. 





And in Chapter 11 we read that remarkable story of the Tower of Babel, where man has discovered he can make bricks and can in his own mind  now be totally self sufficient We can build a Tower to Heaven, we can  make a name for ourselves. The ultimate rejection of God. Man can be god, man doesn't need God . Man has torn himself from God. 





Chapter 12 onwards sees the unfolding of God's plan to deal with this tragic situation. 





And right at  the start - Genesis 12 vv 1-2 the plan begins - God calls a people.





And He speaks to this people about how they should live, how they can be the people He wants them to be. About how His people can show to the broken world His ways. 





And a key word from God as He shapes His people is in Exodus 15 when he says " I am that Lord who heals you "    





He will heal His people . The semantic field of the word for heal - repa -embraces healing from sickness, sin, evil. But the root of the word repa means to stitch together, to repair a torn cloth, to make whole. That which was torn can be made whole.  





In the wonderful prophecy of Isaiah about the suffering servant he says that by His wounds we are healed, This healing, this making whole , is made possible by what Jesus did on the cross as He confronted and defeated evil sin and death.





In our Psalm this morning we read of the deep longing within people. A longing that maybe they cannot even describe but it is there. Man may think he is in no need of God but he can never completely escape His creator.  A hunger, a thirst. Jesus spoke about this when he said that those longing, thirsty, hungry should turn to Him. 





And the healing ministry of Jesus demonstrates God's desire to heal His people, to lead them to wholeness.





But we must steer clear of  seeing that ministry just as dealing with illness - the blind, the leper - though this will always be a crucial part of ministry. It is about everything that leaves us separated from God and what he wants his people to be.  





So for example for me a part of Jesus's healing ministry is the sermon on the mount, Here he teaches us how to become the people God wants us to be, individually and together.He talked about our spiritual well being, our attitudes to sin, our walking away from darkness.Our ways of relating to others. Being made whole is about allowing God to deal with all of our lives. 





But let's return to the story . 





This man was totally disordered .His life was completely torn apart. He was gripped by evil. He was in many ways a Genesis 11 man. There was so much in his life that kept Him from even beginning to know God. 





And yet even in this evil possessed man Jesus was recognised and you get the dramatic exorcising of the demons that gripped this man. 





You can almost argue that we see Genesis rewinding here  - Genesis11 back to Genesis1 . At the end of the story he is calm, at one within himself , sitting at the feet of Jesus. Back to that relationship God always wanted in Genesis 1 - harmony,  harmony within himself, harmony with God.





But God didn't rewind Genesis, instead he called a people. 





And it is for, us ,  His people to take foreword that healing ministry that Jesus showed and taught us.  It is our God given calling. 





And we are called to embrace the wholeness the bible teaches which means everyone is in need to healing. Physical, emotional , lifestyle, prejudice, spiritual.


We cannot be the people God wants us to be unless we are honestly open to being healed. " I am the Lord who heals you ". We cannot separate healing from our life together, it has to be at the heart of our life and ministry together. The healing the Bible talks about and Jesus so powerfully demonstrated is about becoming God's desire for our lives and life together.





 And the story this morning is a vivid example of the transforming , healing power of Jesus. And we can either embrace that healing within our church or we can react as the people did in the story and reject Jesus and His healing through fear. 





But God said  I will heal you "  to His people, not individuals. It is together that we are healed, it is within God's family, the fellowship, the church that healing - in the particular and in the widest meaning -  can be found. If church just is about individuals meeting and bouncing off each other then we will not experience the healing we need. 





But that requires us to be open with each other and  allowing Jesus to be Lord of the church and God's spirit to minister to each other through each other. 





We all need to reach the point that man reached and be sitting at Jesus' feet healed


 





And in doing that we can then be in a position to draw others to that same place.





What did Jesus say to the man ?? "Return home and tell how much God has done for you "   





In those stories we have mentioned this morning Jesus demonstrated his power over nature, over evil, over illness and even over death. He has shown that there is life after death and that ultimately death is part of being made whole, becoming what God has always wanted us to be. 





  As God's plan continues to unfold, as we move ever nearer God's new creation, we are that "called people" in our age, we must show a broken world that God loves and is the God of healing. 





We must be able to tell others from our experience just how much God has done and is doing for us. 





That is our mission, our calling 


