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Church Services

Thursday 2nd 7:30pm Deanery Ascension Day Communion

Sunday 5th 8:00 1662 Communion

9:45 Morning Prayer  

Sunday 12th 9:45 Pentecost - 1662 Communion  

Sunday 19th 11:00 Trinity - Family Service  in Dadford Village

6:00pm Said 1662 Communion

Sunday 26th 9:45 Common Worship Communion 

6:00pm Evensong in Dadford Chapel
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                                           June 2011
Dear Friends, 

I was reading an article about the 
turmoil in North Africa and the Middle 
East as people fight for their freedom 
from their ruling elite’s deprivation, 
corruption and tyranny.  An Egyptian 
wrote that Egypt had been stable for 
30 years because it had no vision, no 
aspiration; it was stagnant.  This kind 
of stability was, he said, sterile and 
could not be sustained over a period 
of time because it led nowhere. 

In recent history there have been 
many examples of nations that have 
experienced stability but it has ended 
with violent change because there 
was no wholesome vision to guide the 
nation or give it hope.  Communism 
was a philosophy that promised much 
but failed because the leadership 
became corrupt and, in the end, had to 
oppress the people to stay in control.  

This is an issue that lives at the 
heart of people.  It’s a spiritual issue 
because it’s the ethos of a people, their 
aspiration and hope that drives them 
forward.  It is a religious and spiritual 
matter not scientific or economic 
or political.  The latter things are 
important;  we have to get science and 
economics and politics right but they, 
in the end, don’t give an answer to 
what life, the universe and everything 
is all about.  As I write Stephen 
Hawkins has launched another stream 
of invective against religion.  There is 

no heaven; there is no God he claims.  
Poor man, with all the problems he 
has experienced it’s not surprising that 
he has a problem understanding or 
knowing a loving almighty God.  But 
the science he worships is patently 
incapable of giving the sort of answer 
that nations need.  Should we trust the 
leaders of our nation?  Well, if we place 
our trust in money and finance we’re 
on really dodgy ground.  The latest 
crushing rebuff of the banks about the 
PPI (Payment Protection insurance) 
scandal shows how morally and 
ethically corrupt they have become.

I couldn’t help wondering what the 
British vision was for our future.  
Do we have a vision at all?  Is there 
a common motif that the British 
nation can follow to a better life?  
Sadly the evidence is to the contrary.  
There is increasing fragmentation; 
Scottish, Welsh and Irish nations want 
autonomy from central Government.   
There is polarisation within society.  
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Newsletter or contact those listed on 
page 2 of this magazine for up-to-date 
information. Everyone is welcome to 
any of these groups. 

Spring Clean:
Thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped recently. Much good work was 
done but we found a leak in the roof 
above the north side of the gallery. The 
need to raise money for renovation is 
reinforced. 

Cream Teas:
Date for your diary - we are currently 
planning Cream Teas on the last three 
Sundays of July this year and the 
Sunday and Monday of the August 
Bank Holiday. We will be calling for 
volunteers soon!

The Website:
The church website at www.
stowechurch.org.uk  has service 
details, some past sermons and a 
site map if you need help to find us. 
There is also a colour version of the 
magazine.

The Big Breakfast on Easter 
Monday:  What a happy event this 
was.  Worries about high cholesterol, 
high blood pressure, inches and sugar 
levels were completely disregarded as we 
relished this glorious English Breakfast.  
Special thanks to Hilary and Loreen, 
the masterminders and their respective 
husbands, Chris the poacher and Peter, 
the brewer (tea and coffee), and for all 

Services:
On Thursday June 2nd at 7.30pm 
there will be a Deanery Ascension 
Day Communion Service with 
Buckingham Church Choir in Stowe 
Parish Church. On June 19th there is 
a special Family Service on Dadford 
Playing Fields at 11.00am followed 
by a barbecue.  If the weather is 
inclement it will be held in Dadford 
Village Hall. The sermon series on 
‘The Apostles’ Creed’ concludes this 
month.  Evensongs over the Summer 
will be held in the Dadford Cemetery 
Chapel and the first is on June 26th at 
6.00pm.  Our thanks to John and Diana 
Wyatt for their hard work in preparing 
the Chapel for these services each 
year. Everyone is most welcome to all 
services and further details are on the 
back cover.

Activities:
Delta and Lantern study groups 
continue this month and the Monday 
lunchtime ladies’ Bible study, Stowe 
Tots and Young Mums all meet 
regularly. Please see the Weekly 
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The difference between the richest and 
the poorest is growing.  A prediction I 
saw indicated that the richest 0.1% of 
our nation will take 14% of national 
income by 2030.  All is not well with 
our nation. 

The only way for a moral change is 
to change.  More of the same won’t 
work.  The only source is from the 
teaching and example that Jesus gave.  
It’s just as relevant today as it was in 
30AD even with the vast differences 
in our circumstances.  We, part of 
the Christian Church, are called 
to be militant on earth, to worship 
our one true God with all our heart, 
mind, soul and strength and to love 
our neighbours as ourselves.  We are 
called to be salt on earth, to be a light 
on a hill.  That should be our vision 
because there is no-one else.  Society 
needs what we can give.  The Lent 
series about Counterfeit Gods showed 
us where we have gone wrong.  Our 
society worships Counterfeit Gods and 
by our example, by our lifestyle, by 
our words we have the responsibility 
to lead our nation.  Who else, fallible 
though we are, is going to do it?

Every blessing to you all, 

Ron Bundock

May WI Meeting
With our President sunbathing in 
sunny Ilfracombe, we were delighted 
that our Vice-President Margaret 
Hilsdon took the chair for our May 
meeting.  We soon got our business out 
of the way and welcomed our speaker 
Helen Preston from the Buckingham 
Canal Society.  Dressed in authentic 
costume for the women on the canals 
around the 1800’s we realised how 
they wore layers, wraps and shawls to 
keep them warm while working along 
with their children well into the cold 
winter nights.  The Buckingham Arm 
of the canal was built in 1801 in just 
8 months and was 9 1/4 miles long, 
although clay lined it suffered from 
many leaks, which were rectified as 
they appeared.  The Society is now 
working hard with volunteers to 
hopefully re-open this part of the canal 
albeit one small part at a time.   We 
enjoyed the slides that Helen showed 
us of the Canal then and the work 
going on now and wish them well with 
this very interesting venture.  

Come along on 9th June when local 
Dadfordian Gordon Corner will be 
telling us all about the Royal Navy, 
the competition is something from the 
Sea-Side and there will also be a Bring 
and Buy Stall.  Look forward to seeing 
you in June.  Loreen.

the other helpers.  It was a fun, as well 
as a fund raiser, making a very welcome 
£645 for the Church Restoration Project.                              
AB
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Now God’s home is with human 
beings.   He will live with them and 
they shall be His people.  Revelation 
21,3
 

5th June
Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit

Acts 1, 6-11
 
We have celebrated Jesus’ resurrection 
after the crucifixion. Even doubting 
Thomas verified that Jesus was alive.  
He saw that Jesus was alive, and, as 
He has not died again, He must still be 
alive.   Jesus left His friends looking 
up into the sky as He was taken up 
into heaven but they did not feel 
abandoned because He had promised 
to send them the Holy Spirit to be 
with them always. The Holy Spirit 
would give them the power to go out 
into the world and tell everyone about 
Jesus, what He said, what He did, 
what He promised. Jesus is always 
with us through the Holy Spirit; the 
Holy Spirit gives us the power to live 

as followers of Jesus, and one day He 
will come again.
  
 

12th June
The power of God

 
The risen Jesus, having ensured our 
new life by His resurrection, gives 
us His Spirit to enable us to live that 
life to the full. The tearful disciples 
became bold and confident speakers 
when they received the Holy Spirit 
on that momentous day. Hesitant and 
uncertain Peter spoke out for God with 
conviction and passion. God’s power, 
through the Holy Spirit, changed Peter 
and his friends. They became stronger 
and braver. What effect does the 
Holy Spirit have in us? How are we 
changed?
 
 Holy, holy, holy! The Lord Almighty 
is holy. His glory fills the world.  
Isaiah 6,3
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19th June
Family Service in Dadford

Trinity Sunday
Building for God’s glory

1 Kings 5, 1- 6, 1

Solomon, David’s son, asked God 
to help him be a good king. He 
wanted to build a temple, a beautiful 
building where people could go to 
sing and pray.     King Hiram of Tyre 
and Solomon and the builders worked 
together as God helped and guided 
Solomon in everything he did. God 
wants to guide us and show us what 
is best to do. How we do things is 
important to God.
 
 

26th June
Actions have consequences

1 Kings 11, 1-13, 26-43;  12, 1-13, 10

Solomon obeyed God and prospered 
but when he ignored God his kingdom 

broke up. Solomon disobeyed God 
and married many wives from many 
nations. They introduced the worship 
of their gods and Solomon not only 
allowed this but provided special 
places for the false gods. Solomon 
had broken his promise to God so his 
kingdom was split in two. His son 
Rehoboam ruled a small part around 
Jerusalem and an official, Jeroboam, 
ruled the greater part. God kept His 
promise to David but Solomon’s 
disobedience altered his inheritance. 
David’s kingdom remained divided, 
easy victims of powerful nations until 
years later the exiles struggled back 
to re-establish their former Godly 
worship. Political and economic 
disaster were the consequences of 
disloyalty and disobedience.

We pray that God will give us peace 
and prosperity as we do His will. 

GM
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There were many sculptors in 
Florence during the Renaissance 
who were hugely talented and 
creative.  Luca was one such 
master-craftsman.  He started 
off working as a jeweller and 
widened his career to decorating 
and sculpting.   

Luca was innovative in his field.  
He perfected his technique of 
working with clay when he 
invented a glaze, baking the work 
in a special furnace to make it 

 The Ascension by Luca della Robbia (1400 – 1482)

into a durable, glazed terracotta.

In around 1446 he was 
commissioned by Piero di 
Cosimo de'Medici to decorate 
Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence 
with  scenes and figures on the 
inside and outside of the church 
in marble, bronze and in clay.

Luca’s pair of clay reliefs in the 
tympanum above the doors to the 
sacristy is an example.   This one 
of Jesus’ Ascension shows Luca’s 
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interpretation from the Bible, of 
Jesus ascending into Heaven.*

There is space and unity in the 
composition set within the limited 
contours of the architecture.  
These clear forms are carefully 
placed to achieve a balanced 
symmetry.  The figure of Christ 
is raised in the  centre with two 
groups of apostles below.  The 
apostles are all kneeling, looking 
up in prayer and in an attitude of 
worship.  

Notice the perfection of the 
drapery and the unified grouping 
of the apostles.  The figures are 
completely white against a blue 
background with natural shades 
for the trees and rocks 
below.  The white glaze  
used to finish, with the 
added colour, enhances 
the deep relief effect. 

This  makes it a noble 
and decorative work 
full of meaning.  It 
shows an awareness of 
perfection in the creative 
process.  This is merely 
a glimpse of Luca's 
commission which was 
so vast he had his family 
helping him.  With the 
Bible specifically as his 

inspiration, he used his gifts for 
decoration and edification in the 
life and work of the church.    NS

*Ascension Day is on 2nd June, 
40 days after Easter.  It marks the 
time when Jesus bodily ascended  
to heaven in the presence of 
his apostles, following his 
resurrection.

“Thou hast ascended on high, 
thou hast led captivity captive;  
thou has received gifts for men;  
yea, for the rebellious also, that 
the Lord God might dwell among 
them,”  Psalm 68:18.                                       
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The
King James’ Bible 
Celebration
on 
May 20th
was a very 
successful 
dramatic 

presentation 
of readings 
from the King 
James Bible.
It was developed 
and directed by 
Tony Meredith, 
and performed by 
members of the Stowe 
congregation.
The readings were 
accompanied by 
appropriate music 
chosen and movingly 
performed by 
Simon and 
Philippa 
Dearsley.  
Our heartfelt 
thanks to all 
those who 
helped make 
it an enjoyable 
and thoughtful 
evening.
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Bible Imagery: Clothing

The best known garment in the Bible 
is surely Joseph’s coat of many 
colours, (The “Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat”!) given to him by a doting 
father, and causing him to be so envied 
by his brothers that they sold him into 
slavery. 

We all know people who wear 
particular clothes to make a statement 
– perhaps we all do it to some extent!  
John the Baptist was famous for being 
dressed in camel’s hair, and the first 
mention of fig leaves in the Bible 
is a turning point in the story of the 
Garden of Eden.

Clothing as a metaphor is common 
throughout scripture.  Isaiah says “I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord…for 
he has clothed me with the garments 
of salvation”, and Peter talks about 
being “clothed in humility”.

In Colossians, using a verb which is 
normally used of putting on clothes, 
Paul writes “Put on then, as God’s 
chosen ones…compassion, kindness, 
lowliness…”  In a well-known 
passage in Ephesians he develops 
this theme when he urges us to put on 
(same verb again) the “whole armour 
of God”, ranging from the “breastplate 
of righteousness” to the “sword of 
the Spirit”.  These are all parts of the 
equipment of a Roman legionary – 
all too familiar to his readers at that 
time - to be used to defend the believer 

against the “wiles of the devil”. 

The same verb is found in Jesus’ last 
words to the disciples in Luke’s gospel 
when he tells them to wait until they 
are “clothed with power” from above, 
referring of course to the Holy Spirit, 
a power that is available to believers 
just as much now as it was then.

Also in Ephesians Paul speaks of “…
putting on the new nature, created 
after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.”  This 
keeps the metaphor, but seems to 
go beyond mere clothing, and Paul 
develops the idea in Romans when 
he drops the metaphor altogether and 
urges his readers to “be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind” in the 
passage which was read during the 
recent Royal Wedding.

The fullest expression of this 
fascinating train of thought comes in 
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BEHOLD, O God!
IN RIvers of my tears...

Last month we printed out 
an acrostic poem by William 
Browne.  It is often printed without  
highlights, or emboldened text.  In 
his book, published in 18151, there 
are no distinguishing features.  

Compare the depiction of the poem 
from last month’s magazine with 
that opposite.  

1  A copy of his book ‘Original Poems’ 
can be viewed online:  http://www.
presscom.co.uk/leepriory/leebrowne.html

II Corinthians: “if any one is in Christ, 
he is a new creation/creature; the old 
has passed away, behold, the new has 
come.…” This is an extraordinary 
promise: we don’t just put on different 
clothes, we’re actually changed, 
permanently.    

So our faith doesn’t merely ask us 

to worship our God by putting on a 
“religious” cloak which we perhaps 
wear on Sundays only, then cast off 
for the other six days of the week!  
Instead we are to be transformed into 
His likeness, “born again” as Jesus 
says to Nicodemus in John 3, using a 
different metaphor altogether.  

                                                                                                                        JAS

...UUU...
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STOWE CHURCH
in Occasional Verse 

SOLILOQUY

Different accounts say different things, but there were certainly over 30 houses 
and perhaps even as many as 180 people in the village beside the church in the 
early eighteenth century.  When Lord Cobham began to embellish his gardens, 
however, he swept them all away. No doubt the ungodly Cobham wanted to 
demolish the church too, but, unable to do so, he resolutely hid it from view 
instead.  And so, in the 1730s, William Kent was able to create the Elysian 
Fields (the pagan Romans’ version of heaven, immortalised by the poet Virgil) -  
landscape gardens designed not only as a tribute to the much-admired classical 
world but also as a strong political statement.  

I’m just a small church, not the least bit well-known, 
For I stand out of sight in a people-free zone. 
(Lord Cobham’s pursuit of Virgilian bliss
Meant village uprooted, religion amiss.)

I’m just a small church, which a ring of trees shields,
Since Cobham demanded Elysian Fields,
Where Worthies parade in their sculptured array -
No priests there among them, now “God’s had his day”.

For Jesus Christ’s conquest of death and the tomb,
Lord Cobham preferred a dank Stygian gloom,
Wrapped up in false beauty and virtues antique,
With Shakespeare and Milton and stout-hearted Greek.  

I’m just a small church, yet my mission is clear:  
To keep my doors open for Christ without fear.    
Lord Cobham’s long gone with the rest of his crew. 
And my Lord is living, though hidden from view! 
                                                                         
									         AGM                                                                    
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED – I believe in ...
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Acts 2:1-21
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1 Kings 8:1-11
Acts 7:44-50
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Trinity 1
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SS Common 
Worship

…the 
resurrection of 
the body and 

the life 
everlasting
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chapel
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Ps 50:1-15
Deut 15:1-11
Acts 27:13-44

                THREE GOD-FEARING, OLD TESTAMENT KINGS
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