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LUKE 7.11-17,

 STOWE PARISH CHURCH, 

10/6/07

Well good morning and thanks very much for inviting me to preach from this terrific passage! 

INTRODUCTION

The question I want to ask right at the start is this: does faith in the Lord Jesus Christ change your life as it should? I’ll say it again because it’s a challenging question: does faith in the Lord Jesus Christ change your life as it should?

We’ve had it read so let’s dive in straight away. Luke sets the scene just outside a town called Nain. (We don’t know anything about Nain and it’s not referred to anywhere else in the Bible.) And I think we need to imagine what Luke describes don’t we?

Jesus is on the move in verse 11. He’s travelling from place to place in Galilee teaching, healing and performing miracles. A number of people have seen some of these miracles and at this stage in Jesus’ ministry he has a huge crowd following Him. A famous preacher on tour.

And as this crowd surrounding Jesus approaches the city gate at Nain, a different crowd appears in view. You’re an interested onlooker and you observe that the mood of the crowd from Nain is radically different from the one surrounding Jesus. 

The crowd surrounding Jesus is animated and noisy. People are shouting questions at Jesus as they walk. ‘Who are you?’ ‘Jesus, what are you going to do here?’ 

But as the camera pans across, the difference in the crowd coming out of Nain is startling. It’s moving very slowly. You see the faces of the people in the crowd cast down. Some are crying. And then you spot the reason. There is a coffin in the middle of the crowd. It’s being born out by the undertakers and it’s followed by a weeping woman.

It’s a desperately sad situation. Luke tells us why – verse 12. The weeping woman is a widow. And the coffin contains her dead son… 

As the crowds meet outside the city gate it’s at this point that all eyes turn to Jesus. The camera focuses in on His face… And the film stops for an adverts break… (smile)

Having provided this background and emerging profile of the Lord Jesus in the preceding chapters, Luke now begins to home in on the dominant theme of this new section. And that theme is FAITH.

We’re going to see that faith in Jesus Christ will mean two major things: trust and obedience. Trust in what He says in His Word. And obedience to live it out. We will think more about that in a minute…

Well Luke brackets our passage with two amazing stories of faith in the Lord 
Jesus. The chapter starts with a centurion who trusts that Jesus’ Word will heal his dying servant. It is an extraordinary example of faith – from a gentile soldier no less – and Jesus commends it. 

The chapter ends with the account of how a prostitute, referred to as a ‘sinful woman’, anoints Jesus by pouring a jar of hugely expensive perfume on His feet and washing them with her hair. It is a story of extravagant devotion to the Lord Jesus. 

It too is an extraordinary example of faith which is starkly contrasted with the attitude of Simon the Pharisee. Hers is also an attitude of faith which Jesus commends.

So there are the two brackets. And bang in the middle of this narrative comes this amazing miracle that Jesus performs at Nain. Why is it put there? Well it’s almost as if Luke is saying ‘here are two great examples of faith in Jesus. And here in the middle is the reason why. Here is the object of their faith. Why do they have faith in this man? Because this is what He can do.

And we’re going to see that there’s a challenge there for us. Because The Lord Jesus Christ is going to question us this morning about our attitude towards Him. What do you make of Jesus? And do you have authentic faith in Him? It really does matter what we make of Him. And as we will see it will matter in eternity.

(PAUSE)

So into the passage then and Jesus gives us three reasons why we must trust and obey – have faith – in Him. 

1 a Firstly He has Amazing Compassion. Have a look down at verses 11-13. {read vv.11-13}
b The story is told of  a young single mother living in the suburbs of New York. She was desperate for her young son to attend school every day but couldn’t afford the bus fare. So each morning she took her toddler daughter and infant son and walked to school with him. Each afternoon the three of them would make the trip to school to accompany her son back.

One of those afternoons on her journey to school the weather began to change. Thunder was rolling around and the sky looked menacingly black. Sure enough, about half way to school, the heavens opened. And it poured. But she couldn’t stop or turn back because she couldn’t bear the thought of her eight year old son walking through dangerous suburbs alone. While her baby son was being sheltered in his pram her small daughter and she were getting soaked.

Just then a car pulled up next to the pavement the pavement on which they were walking. Since it contained a lone male driver the mother panicked and began walking faster. The man, apparently realising her fear, got out of the car and stepped into the pouring rain. In his hand was an umbrella. Without a word he handed the mother the umbrella, got back in his car and drove off.

It was a great example of compassion. The man was not looking for public praise, or trying to look good for anyone. He didn’t even wait to be thanked. His heart clearly went out to the mother and he did what he did out of compassion for her.

c Well back to the scene Luke describes in verse 13. And it’s a scene soaked in tragedy. Of course any funeral is tragic but this woman had lost her only son. And not only that: because she was a widow her grief was compounded by her plight.

She lived in a male-dominated society. Any status she had had came through her husband; she had just about come to terms with the grief of losing him – and now her son had passed away too. We really feel for her don’t we? – grieving, helpless, fragile and totally alone in a hostile world.

But here’s the point: Jesus really feels for her too. Verse 13: as He saw the grieving widow, His heart went out to her. It’s a picture of great compassion.

And Luke in the same verse reminds us who He is: ‘Lord’ – God’s own Son. He is the fullness of God in bodily form. He is also Lord of compassion.

d How often do we remember that God is full of compassion? God is emotional. He is not swayed by His emotions. He has perfect emotions. Did you know that?

And this means we can take great comfort from that can’t we? God knows your situation and He cares.

Now I don’t have X-ray eyes into your souls. I don’t know the nature of your battles, struggles and concerns.

You may be grieving like this poor widow over the loss of a loved one. Things at work might not be going very well at all. There may be real problems in your family that you just don’t know how to deal with. (For any pupils here you might be really struggling with exam stress.)

Those battles might be of a more spiritual nature. Are you weighed down by a particular sin – you know you must get it under control but it’s constantly rearing its ugly head. You might be finding it hard to relate to someone in church and love them as you know you should. It might be a question of feeling spiritually dry at the moment – you’re struggling to delight in the reading your Bible and praying.

I don’t know what those difficulties and struggles are. But here’s the point: the Lord Jesus does. And He cares about our struggles.

And if you think about it, that’s a wonderful person to have caring about our struggles isn’t it? As we have seen already, He is the Lord of compassion. And perhaps more importantly He has proved how much He cares for us. He proved it by willingly going to His death for those who believe in Him on that first good Friday.

So why have faith in the Lord Jesus? Why trust and obey Him? Because of His great compassion.

Link:

But there’s a bit of a hitch isn’t there in verse 13 – I wonder if you noticed it. Have another look down with me. {read v.13}

‘Don’t cry’, Jesus says. ‘Don’t cry’! What on earth do you mean, Jesus?! What a ridiculous and actually hugely insensitive thing to say to someone walking behind the coffin of their son. Well we just wouldn’t dream of saying that at a funeral. And you can imagine Jesus’ disciples there taking Him aside can’t we?

“Jesus, what are you doing? You can’t say that!”

Well the only person who can say that at someone’s funeral is the person who can do something about it.

2 a And this brings us onto our second point, the second reason Luke gives us to have faith in Jesus: Amazing authority over death. Have a look down with me at verses 14-15 {read verses 14-15}

b I don’t know if any of you have seen a TV programme called Supernanny... It was on a couple of years ago – I don’t know it might still be going. And for the majority of you who probably haven’t seen it, it’s a programme all about little children completely out of control and despairing parents at their wits’ end. 

In one episode we’re introduced to a little four-year old boy called George. He has blond hair, looks very angelic and on first impressions you wonder how this child could possibly be naughty. 

Then we see him in action with his parents… My word! He is petulant, foul-tempered and the language he uses is indescribably. Seriously, I hadn’t heard anyone swear like that for a long time. And George is four years old!!

Well we can hardly bear to watch for any longer, we reach for the remote then you stop… Because marching into the program comes Supernanny from Channel 4. We see the clip of her marching up the path to the house – yes she looks pretty formidable but she won’t be able to control George will she?

Yes she will! We watch with amazement and admiration as she takes the situation in hand. The authority she possesses over this child is almost incredible.

One word – ‘no’ or ‘naughty’ – and George calms down straight away. Her command of the situation was absolute. No problems whatsoever. Impressive woman.

c Well back to our scene in verses 14 to 15. We can just about imagine it. Remember Jesus has just made this outrageous statement by telling the woman not to cry. Well the disciples are embarrassed, the other members of the family are looking angrily at Him and the widow just looks at Him helplessly through tear-stained eyes.

And without a word Jesus approaches the coffin, touches it and says some even more outrageous words: ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’

There is a stunned silence. The disciples exchange glances and everyone else looks at Jesus. People at the back of the crowds are straining their necks to get a better look. ‘What did He say?’ they whisper to each other. ‘Did He really say what I thought He just said?’ 

And then comes a scene that belongs in the horror section of the video shop. With a creaking noise the coffin doors are opened from the inside and a hand appears. There is a gasp from the crowd and then… the man sits up and begins to speak. He is alive again. Jesus takes him by the hand, helps him out of the coffin and gives him back to his mother.

What an extraordinary scene. Have we grasped that? Jesus has just spoken to a corpse and the corpse has responded. With just a few words Jesus has raised this man from the dead!

The Lord Jesus Christ has amazing authority. It’s authority over life and death itself. And that is why He can say to that widow, ‘don’t cry’. He is Lord over life and death.

d So how do we respond to these verses? The big lesson Jesus is teaching us here is to fear Him. We must fear Him.

So often we think of ‘gentle Jesus, meek and mild’ don’t we? The great teacher. The wonderful example of love and compassion. The Sinless Saviour.

Well of course He is all these things. But do we appreciate His awesome power and authority. Imagine if we were there when Jesus performed this miracle at Nain. The only right reaction for us should be on our knees. 

Jesus is not someone to be taken lightly. He has frightening power and authority – over life and death itself.

So the application here is this: fear Him. Verse 16 in the ESV translation tells us that ‘fear seized them all’. So do you fear Jesus? It’s worth pointing out isn’t it that this isn’t the sort of fear you get when watching scary films. It is the reverent fear of a holy and amazingly powerful God.

Do you fear Jesus? Do you fear Him day by day in trusting obedience of His Word? Are you mindful of His authority over you?

So perhaps you’re tempted to indulge in that secret sin which we know no-one will see? Well the Lord Jesus sees it. Ask for His help to fight that sin out of a reverent fear for Him.

Are you idolising something or someone and putting them or it above your devotion to the Lord Jesus? We know that the Lord hates idolatry of any sort. Ask for His help to put Him first in everything out of a reverent fear for Him.

And do you fear Him in death? The verses also provide great comfort for us in the face of death if we do fear Him. Our Lord Jesus is powerful over death. As we have seen in the passage, death obeys His power.

And it really is wonderful that through fearing Him we can trust Him to raise us on the last day.
Because this miracle provides a picture of what will happen on the last day when the Lord Jesus returns in judgement. He will save those who fear Him, trust in Him and His death in our place. His blood has washed us clean and will protect us from the wrath of an angry God and hell. 

And we can therefore confidently expect Him on that Last Day to raise us up to new life with Him in the New Creation for ever.

If you’re here today and not someone who fears Jesus and believes in His saving blood then it’s great to have you here. But can I urge you to start fearing Him. 

Death comes to all people. And Jesus is so clear that when we die we will face His judgement. And what we deserve for our sins, our rejection of God is Hell. It’s so hard saying it but Jesus is very clear about it because He wants to love us and warn us.

So can I urge you to fear Him. And then out of that reverent fear, obey His command to turn to Him for forgiveness. It will be the best thing you ever do. And it will affect where you spend eternity.

So why have faith in the Lord Jesus? Why fear, trust and obey Him? Well the second reason Luke gives is because of His amazing authority.

3 a Finally and much more briefly, there is one more reason that Luke gives us this morning to have faith – to trust and obey – the Lord Jesus. And that lies in the answer to the question at the bottom of the sermon outline in your service sheets. And that question is: Who is this Man?
Please look down with me at verses 16-17. {read vv.16-17}

b+c Well we’re back to the scene of the extraordinary miracle again. And in the wake of this monumental event the awestruck crowd naturally ask the same question we’re asking now: ‘who is this man?’

And they jump to a terribly wrong conclusion. Verse 16: ‘A great prophet has appeared among us’ they say…

Wrong. Error. Incorrect. No points. Jesus is not just a prophet.

Well perhaps that’s a bit unfair. After all we would have said the same thing if we had been there. We have the blessing of living in the period after the Bible was written and we know that Jesus is far more than a mere prophet. That is what Muslims believe about Jesus. But if He is more than just a mere prophet, then the question still remains: who is He?

Well Jesus actually answers that question Himself a few verses later on in Luke. And He is answering the question of John the Baptist from prison. Let me read verses 18-22 and you’ll see what I mean. {read vv.18-22}

So what John is effectively asking Jesus in verse 18 is: ‘are you the promised king’? The King promised throughout the Old Testament. The Messiah that all of God’s people had been waiting for. The King that would bring everlasting peace.

And Jesus’ answer comes in verse 22. {read v.22}. Well ‘what does that mean?’, we’re thinking. But John would have understood and rejoiced.

You see what Jesus does is quote a passage from Isaiah 35. We haven’t time to turn to it now but it’s a prophecy. Isaiah is proclaiming God’s Word to God’s people who are trapped in exile at the time. They really want to know when their misery will end. They are longing for the day that God promised them of one who will bring salvation and glory will come to them.

And Isaiah’s answer in chapter 35 talks of that day being a day when the eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears of the death unstopped, the lame leaping like deer and the mute tongue shouting for joy.

And that is why Jesus’ answer is so exciting. Look at verse 22 {read vv.22-23}.

In essence what Jesus is saying is this: I am that promised one; I am the messiah; the healing that I am doing is evidence of who I am – I have come!

That is Jesus’ verdict on who he is – He is God’s King.

d So as we draw to a close here is the last reason Luke gives for faith in Jesus: He is God’s King – promised for thousands of years to God’s people. And here in Luke 7 Jesus says that promise is fulfilled.

The question for us is ‘how large is our view of Jesus?’ Did we realise how great He is? Do we see Him for who He is – God’s messiah; the promised one?

And it’s a great reason to have faith in Him isn’t it. Who better to trust and obey than God’s chosen King?

CONCLUSION

So as we end Luke has provided us with a profound encounter with the Lord Jesus.

We’ve seen His great compassion. We’ve seen his great authority. And we’ve seen that He is God’s promised King. 

So have faith in Him: Trust His compassion, Fear His authority and obey the King. These truly are the hallmarks of an authentic Christian faith. Will that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ change your life as it should?

PRAY?

